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existence of Karnataka as a distinct entity in South India
during the pre-christian era. There are one or two early
references to Karnataka, which may be pointed out here.
They cannot be dated precisely on account of the un-
certainty of the date of the works, in which they occur. In'
Sudraka's Mrcchakatika, Karnata figures twice in the course
of a dialogue between Viraka and Candanaka (act VI
between st. 20-21). This would be valuable as one of the
earliest references to Karnata only if Mrcchakatika were to
be placed some time before Christ or in the beginning of the
Christian era by further research on the date of the play.
In the Markandeya Purana, Kuntala is listed along with
countries in the middle (54-32) but also included in the
Southern countries along with Vanavasika, Maharastra and
Mahisaka (54-45 to 48) and Karnata along with Maharastra
is mentioned later (55-23). Apart from certain inaccuracies,
which have crept into it, it is worth noting that the portion,
in which these references occur, is considered to be the
oldest part of the Purana belonging to the first few centuries
of the Christian era-1

It is a moot question whether Karnataka existed as
a separate entity in the pre-epic period. Attempts have
been made to speculate on the earliest possible references to
Karnataka and its people. One such attempt is based on
the interpretation of the pictographic script of Mohenjo
Daro, the place that has disclosed to the students of ancient
Indian history the most astonishing vestiges of a very
ancient civilization. " The people of Karnataka are appa-

1 Winternitz: A History of Indian Literature, Vol. I,
pp. 559-60'